
To: CN=Deb Yamamoto/OU=R1 0/0=USEPA/C=US@EPA[] 
Cc: [] 
From: CN=Kristine Koch/OU=R 1 0/0=USEP A/C=US 
Sent: Fri 1/25/2013 5:17:50 PM 
Subject: Re: Fw: PLEASE READ: FYI- LWG "feedback" concerning announcement of EPA 
comments on Draft FS 

Yes, I'll be in on Monday. 

Kristine Koch 
Remedial Project Manager 
USEPA, Office of Environmental Cleanup 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900, M/S ECL-115 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 

(206)553-6705 
(206)553-0124 (fax) 
1-800-424-4372 extension 6705 (M-F, 8-4 Pacific Time, only) 

From: 
To: 
Date: 

Deb Yamamoto/R10/USEPA/US 
Kristine Koch/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, 
01/25/2013 08:43 AM 

Subject: Re: Fw: PLEASE READ: FYI- LWG "feedback" concerning announcement of EPA comments on 
Draft FS 

I agree. I called Margaret and warned her about the article. She never called back. But that's not the 
worst part. You have no idea what is happening here at the office and I want to let some of this go before 
talking anymore about it. If I told you what's going on it will just raise your blood pressure, and mine's 
already high enough. It's all a tempest in a teapot that will blow over, which is what some folks in the RA's 
office should remember. Lori Cohen will be back on Monday and we'll get together on Monday to get 
reading for our meeting with the LWG on Wednesday. Are you in on Monday? I think you and Chip need 
to meet with us too. 

Thanks, 

Deb Yamamoto, Manager 
Site Cleanup Unit 2 
Environmental Cleanup Office 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
M/S ECL-115 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98101 
(206) 553-7216 

From: 
To: 
Date: 

Kristine Koch/R10/USEPA/US 
yamamoto.deb@epa.gov 
01/24/2013 01:24 PM 

Subject: Fw: PLEASE READ: FYI- LWG "feedback" concerning announcement of EPA comments on Draft FS 

Deb- this is BS! 

Kristine Koch 
Remedial Project Manager 
USEPA, Office of Environmental Cleanup 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900, M/S ECL-115 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 

(206)553-6705 
(206)553-0124 (fax) 
1-800-424-4372 extension 6705 (M-F, 8-4 Pacific Time, only) 
-----Forwarded by Kristine Koch/R10/USEPA/US on 01/24/2013 01:23 PM-----

From: Alanna Conley/R10/USEPA/US 
To: Alanna Conley/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, Chip Humphrey/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, Deb 
Yamamoto/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, Kristine Koch/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, Sean Sheldrake/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, 
Elizabeth Allen/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, Mark Macintyre/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, Wenona 
Wilson/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, 
Date: 01/24/2013 01:04 PM 
Subject: PLEASE READ: FYI- LWG "feedback" concerning announcement of EPA comments on Draft FS 

All, just wanted you to be aware of "feedback" received concerning the announcement delivered to the EPA 
Portland Harbor listserve re availably of EPA comments. Not sure if LWG has also contacted RA Office to provide 
"feedback". 

LWG Concern: 
1/23/13 Meeting with Barbara Smith (outreach contractor for LWG). Barbara expressed concern that LWG was not 
given prior notice of email announcing public of availability of EPA comments. Also concerned that in a December 
2012 discussion with EPA, there was some agreement that EPA would not contact the media concerning the FS 
comments?? (she did not have specifics- I am not aware of this discussion) 
Suggested communication solution: 
Per discussion with Barbara, as a courtesy, EPA could notify LWG (Barbara) prior to announcing posting of 
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documents, comments, reviews completed by LWG or EPA. 
No commitment on timing for advanced notice was discussed but I could provide 1 or 2 day notification. Future 
discussion: LWG should expect that all public documents related to PH will be posted and announced by EPA, 
therefore it should not be a "surprise." This is a part of our community engagement activities. 

Internal concern: 
1/24/13, per vmail from Public Affairs Office. Public affairs office would like notification prior to newsworthy 
communication about PH. 
Suggested communication solution: prior to announcing posting of documents, comments, reviews completed by 
LWG or EPA, public affairs could be notified 1 week in advanced (when feasible). 
As in previous notices, including this announcement, public affairs will be kept in loop about developing actions 
and asked to coordinate notification to media. 

We can discuss if more context is needed. My assessment from discussion with LWG(Barbara), this situation of 
LWG's shock/surprise that EPA notified the public of comments that were completed over 1 month ago is, 
surprising. Especially since the comments were completed over 1 month ago and have been on the PH website for 
approximately 2 weeks. The announcement was greeted by thanks from several community members who didn't 
know until reading the announcement the comments were available- one person was a CAG member. The purpose 
of the announcements is to prevent people from constantly checking EPA website for updates. Sending 
announcements to the public (including LWG) about web postings is not new and has been a part of EPA 
community communication for PH. I see no problem with sending a prior notification to LWG as a courtesy. 
However, they should be prepared that publicly available documents will be announced to those who requested 
EPA notifications. And that the media, also a part of the community, can also sign up for notifications (just like 
PRPs) and can contact EPA regarding more information on publicly available documents. Please advise if there is 
another way to proceed on the issue of future notification to LWG and public affairs office. If not, I will add to the 
suggested solutions to the communication strategy for PH. 

-----Forwarded by Alanna Conley/R10/USEPA/US on 01/24/2013 10:29AM ----
To: Alanna Conley/R10/USEPA/US@EPA 
From: "U.S. Environmental Protection Agency" <usaepa@service.govdelivery.com> 
Date: 01/22/2013 12:29PM 
Subject: EPA comments on Draft Feasibility Study submitted by Lower Willamette Group 
The Portland Harbor Superfund Site is the result of more than a century of industrial use along the Willamette 
River. Water and sediments along Portland Harbor are contaminated with many hazardous substances. Some of 
the compounds have been found to be harmful to human health and the environment. Because of the 
contamination, some types of fish found in Portland Harbor, such as bass, carp and catfish currently pose a health 
risk to those who eat them. EPA and the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality are working with 
potentially responsible parties to clean up contaminated sediment and control sources of additional 
contamination. 
UPDATE 
EPA received the draft feasibility study from the Lower Willamette Group in March 2012. The study describes 
various options for cleaning up Portland Harbor. EPA recently completed a technical review of the study and 
submitted comments to the Lower Willamette Group. Our comments are available for review (see below). 
After revisions have been completed, EPA will write a Proposed Plan. The Proposed Plan will summarize the 
cleanup options and propose a preferred plan for cleaning up contaminated sediment in Portland Harbor. We 
anticipate having the Proposed Plan available in 2014. 
In addition to comments on draft documents, EPA answers to community questions on proposed disposal facilities 
are available. 
Stay informed -click documents below 
EPA comments on the RI/FS Draft Baseline Ecological Risk Assessment- December 21, 2012 
EPA comments on the March 2012 Draft Study Feasibility Study- December 18, 2012 
Portland Harbor Baseline Human Health Risk Assessment Dispute Decision- December 6, 2012 
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Portland Harbor BHHRA Dispute Decision Memo- Partial Resolution -October 25, 2012 
Proposed Confined Disposal Facility Questions and Answers- January 13, 2013 
Learn more about Portland Harbor www.epa.gov/region10/portlandharbor 
You are subscribed to EPA for Portland Harbor Updates. This information has recently been updated, and is now 
available. 

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your 
Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems 
with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. 
This service is provided to you at no charge by U.S. Environmental Protection Agency- Region 10. 

This email was sent to conley.alanna@epamail.epa.gov using GovDelivery, on behalf of: U.S. EPA Pacific Northwest 
(Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington) · 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW ·Washington DC 20460 · 202-564-4355 
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